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» O;e B}:One t(l) Victory

By Jimmy Cannon
" Stars and Swuipes Staff Writer

WITH THE 35t INFANTRY DIV,
Lorraine, Dec. 6—S/Sgt. James Spurriel
admits he was in Aachen that day. I
you press him, he will tell you he fired
a few rounds at some=Germans. Some
Germans fired a few rounds at him. Buw
the Pacific was much tougher, and be had
been 1n_the Pacific, too.

*“lt.beats me,” said Spurrier yesterday.
“l was paying no attention to what was
coming off in Aachen. Ask them whal
scen it.. 1 was shooting and ducking and
I don’t remember muct.”

The ones who watchbad him that day
say Spurrier, who is a 21-year-old Regular
Army man from Blue Ridge, W. Va., took
the town with a solitary offensive that
‘lasted eight hours under constant fire.

They counted the dead when hé was
through and he had killed 25 Germans
-and._captured- 18. more, including a leu-
tenant aud a-captaig: < They say he tired
‘weapohs lre had neversseen before, and
before the day was over had used a Ger-
map. BAR and our BAR; a German
bazooka and a U.S. bazooka and grenades
of many types. "

———**I-didn’t know how to aim some of
them things but I caught on after a while,”
he said. “My basic weapon is an M1

- ““This.was not the act of a dumb; brave
‘soldier ; every move he made was carefuily

-Waila Walla, Wash.: "I saw him fice rhe
different’ wearons and-I've never seen a-
cooler: or a_ -smarter soldier under fire.
He used onduageapon until-he ran out of
‘ammo and then picked another one and
‘t fiddled- arotind- with-it-un:il-he- started- it-

ttown that day without hirm."”

 figured-out,”said-Maj. F. Ci Roecker;of

-going.  We ‘would never have: taken the |-

‘Aachen Produces One Hero
As Generals Salute Another

By Dan Regan
Stars and Stripes Staff Writer
WITH --B8.S. SEVENTH ARMY,
Dec. 6-—~When Lt. Gen. Alexander M.
Paich, commander of the Seventh Army

pinned the o L

c 1 (Rlackie)

. s A L

officers and said, “Gentlerien, let's give
Ahis _man_a salute ‘

. one_of the great.
The simple language af the War De-
partment citation tells the story of the
27-year-old member of the 36th Division
from Baton Rouge, La. It reads:

“In an attack on Lagliano. lialy, Sgt.
Wise led three other men through sweep-
ing fires to carry a member of his platoon
to a point where he could be given medical
treatmeni. Later he noticed an enemv
officer and two men armed with automatic
‘weaporis sneaking to the side in an cffort
to flank his unit. He rushed forward
aloné and sub-machine-gunned all three.

"Returning to his unit he found them
facing a disastrously effective fire from
enemy gunners in defiladed positons in-
accesstble to small-arms fire from our
troops. He gathered up all availab'c anti-
tank grenades and, moving through a hail
of bullets. inflicted so many casualtics on
the Toe_that their positions became un-
tenable and they fled, ... . ..

. The battalion moved forwar
immediate objective and came under
machine-gun fire. The range was too
great for his—sub-machine-gun so he
picked up an automatic rifle and walked
‘forward. firing his weapon from a stand-
ing position. .

~“His company -again moved forward.
and noticing a machine-gun on a tank
unmanned he leaped upon the tank, re-
paired the jammed weapon and fired 750
rpund's that "neutralized flanking posi-
-tions." -

A veteran of five major batties. Wise
also holds the Silver Star, the Bronze Star

d to its |

and the Purple Heart with two oak leaf
clucters »
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